=
s »>> NEWSLETTER OF CATPURR.CO.UK <<< November 2023

THE GAT GARE GONVO

By Farazuddin Syed

SN v

CAT PARENTING CHALLENGES: TIPS FOR NAVIGATING COMMON ISSUES
AND DILEMMAS

Welcome to our latest newsletter, where we embark on a journey through the fascinating world of feline companionship. Cat
ownership is a source of joy, love, and endless delight, but it also comes with its unique set of challenges. At times, even the
most devoted cat parents find themselves faced with dilemmas and conundrums that require creative solutions and expert
advice.Each section of this newsletter will explore a distinct challenge, offering solutions that not only address the problem at
hand but also strengthen the bond you share with your feline friend.

READ MORE

THE LITTER Cats are known for their meticulous nature, but every now and then, litter box issues can
Box BLU Es arise. In this section, we'll tackle these challenges head-on, offering insights and solutions
to help you and your feline friend overcome the common potty problems that may crop up.
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Cats come equipped with sharp claws, a natural instinct to scratch, and a desire to mark CLAWING AND
their territory. While this behaviour is perfectly normal for our feline friends, it can be a I

source of frustration for cat owners when furniture and belongings fall victim to their FURNITURE WOES
scratching instincts.

READ MORE

HAIRBALL Cats are meticulous groomers, but their self-care habits can lead to an uncomfortable

HASSLES issue: hairballs. These little tangles of fur can be a common concern for cat owners, but
they can be managed effectively.




‘2’2‘% CAT CARE CONVO | November 2023

THE LITTER BOX BLUES - SOLVING COMMON CAT POTTY PROBLEMS

Cats are known for their meticulous nature, but every now and then, litter box issues can
arise. In this section, we'll tackle these challenges head-on, offering insights and solutions to
help you and your feline friend overcome the common potty problems that may crop up.
Discover how to maintain a clean and happy litter box environment that your cat will love

Litter preference can be a sensitive issue for many cats. To ensure your feline friend's
comfort, it's essential to find the perfect litter fit. Whether it's texture, scent, or clumping
abilities, the right litter is important for your cat to create a purrfect habit. Understanding your
cat's preferences and making the right adjustments can lead to a harmonious litter box
experience for both you and your cat.Some cats dislike scented or heavily perfumed litters.
Opting for unscented varieties might alleviate the issue. Additionally, consider litters without
added chemicals or additives, as these can sometimes deter cats from using the litter box

Switching to a new type of litter can be a gradual process. Begin by mixing a small amount of
the new litter with the old, slowly increasing the proportion of the new litter over time. This
transition can help your cat adjust without feeling stressed or anxious about the sudden
change.Keep a close eye on how your cat reacts to each type and note any changes in their
litter box behaviour.
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SCRATCHING, CLAWING, AND FURNITURE n
WOES - TACKLING DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOUR

Cats come equipped with sharp claws, a natural instinct to
scratch, and a desire to mark their territory. While this behaviour
is perfectly normal for our feline friends, it can be a source of
frustration for cat owners when furniture and belongings fall
victim to their scratching instincts. Cats scratch not only to keep
their claws in top shape but also to mark their territory. The
solution to destructive scratching is to provide appropriate
alternatives. Invest in scratching posts, pads, and boards made
of materials that cats find appealing, such as sisal or cardboard.
Training your cat to use designated scratching areas is another
effective approach. Whenever you catch your cat scratching
furniture, gently redirect them to their scratching post or pad

Sometimes, destructive scratching can be a sign of stress or
anxiety in your cat. Addressing the root causes of stress, such

. as changes in the household, new pets, or lack of mental
stimulation, can go a long way in curbing destructive behaviour.
If you're struggling to manage your cat's destructive scratching
despite your best efforts, consider consulting a veterinarian or a
professional animal behaviourist.

LSS HAIRBALL HASSLES: DEALING WITH
S5 DIGESTIVE DILEMMASR

~ Cats are meticulous groomers, but their self-care habits can
.. lead to an uncomfortable issue: hairballs. These little tangles of
: fur can be a common concern for cat owners, but they can be

.~ managed effectively. Hairballs form when cats groom
: "--‘,j themselves, and loose hair accumulates in their stomachs. Most
Lf__ of the time, these hairballs are small enough to pass through the
digestive system naturally. However, sometimes they can
. become a problem, causing vomiting or digestive discomfort.

, One of the best ways to reduce hairball formation is through
regular grooming and brushing. Brushing your cat helps remove
loose fur and prevents them from ingesting as much during their
self-grooming sessions. Consider switching your cat to a
specialised hairball control cat food. These formulas often
contain added fibre to help move hairballs through the digestive
tract more easily. Ensure your cat stays adequately hydrated, as
this can help the body pass hairballs naturally.

www.catpurr.co.uk
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TRAINING FOR COMMON CAT CHALLENGES

Cats, our beloved feline companions, bring endless
joy into our lives. Yet, like any pet, they can present
their unique set of challenges. Whether you're
dealing with litter box issues, destructive behaviour,
or hairball concerns, effective training can make all
the difference.

Observation is the key. Pay close attention to your
cat's litter preferences. Are they drawn to a specific
type of litter or have aversions to certain scents or
textures. Cats prefer clean litter boxes. Make
scooping a daily habit to ensure a welcoming
environment for your cat.

Same goes for tackling destructive behaviour.
Place scratching posts or pads near your
cat's favourite scratching spots. Use posts
made of materials that cats find
appealing.Use cat-friendly deterrents on
furniture to discourage scratching. These
sprays or tapes create an unpleasant texture
or scent for cats.

For Hairball hassles regular brushing helps
reduce loose fur and minimises hairball
formation. Make it a daily bonding activity.
Consult your veterinarian about hairball
remedies and laxatives, which can help ease
the passage of hairballs. If your cat displays
severe symptoms related to hairballs, such as
frequent vomiting or constipation, seek
immediate veterinary care.

CONCLUSION

As cat lovers and devoted pet parents, we
understand that the journey of feline
companionship is filled with both joy and the
occasional challenge. Whether you've been
facing the litter box blues, the woes of
destructive behaviour, or the hassles of
hairballs, we hope this newsletter has provided
you with the tools to navigate these common
dilemmas. The bond you share with your cat is
a cherished one, and addressing these
challenges can strengthen that connection.

Patience, consistency, and a willingness to
adapt are your greatest allies in this journey.
And when the going gets tough, don't hesitate
to seek professional guidance or consult with
your veterinarian. Here's to a future filled with
happy, healthy cats and contented cat parents.



